B PRACTICAL APPLYING COELAN

moment we decided to
put Coelan protective
coating on our boat decks: it
was in the middle of the
night when | was roused
from sleep by icy rainwater
on my face. We live on a 47ft
ketch-rigged twin-screw
motor yacht, built in 1936.
Her hull is pitch pine and
she has a teak deck laid
straight onto oak frames;
inevitably, there are leaks.
Naturally, over the years,
we had tried — and failed — to
solve those leaks, but they
were steadily worsening and
we'd discovered rot in a few
places. The crux of the
problem — the leaks — had to
be solved to
prevent any
further rot.
Conversations
with other boat
owners and on internet
forums had convinced us
that this was a problem
which could only be
overcome with the use of
the harshest of substances:
epoxy or fibreglass. The

I can pinpoint the exact

“This scemed
the answer to
our proyers

thought of so much as paint
on our beautiful old teak
decks sent a shudder down
my spine.

And then | heard of
Coelan: a transparent
German polyurethane
coating, which allows the
decks to breathe,
expanding and
contracting with
.3 the wood as it
moves — unlike
everything we had tried
which cracked over time.

This seemed the answer
to our prayers - solving the
leaks and protecting the
wood from the elements
without losing the looks of

the deck. In fact, Coelan
claims regrowth properties
allowing it to mend minor
damage as it happens.

It sounds like a wonder
product and unsurprisingly
is fairly expensive, but if it
lasts for the 10 years that
anecdotal evidence
indicates, it should work out
cheaper than alternatives.
We've put it to the ultimate
test — protecting 70-year-old
decks. It looks magnificent,
but does it do the job? We're
just two months on, but so
far, it's holding its own. Of
course, the ultimate test is
durability — I'll let you know
how it wears over the years.

clence

Coelan has gained a reputation as a
wonderstuff — like varnish only more
durable and more protective. Susan
Smillie gives a step-by-step report on how
she applied it to her 70-year-old teak decks

he key to a successful
Tapplication is in the

preparation — applying
the product is the easiest
part of the job. Apart from
protecting the boat, the most
important thing to get right is
timing: remember that the
decks will need drying and
curing time for two coats of
primer and five topcoats —
and can't be walked upon for
large chunks of time.

boat lifted into a

protected dry area for
the application — the decks
musin't be exposed to rain or
direct sunshine during the
process or for 24 hours
before (damp cold
atmosphere will slow the
drying and curing time).

Remove any old
2 varnish/paint with

vigorous sanding — do
not use solvents. We tried
belt and palm sanders but
achieved a guicker and
beautifully even finish with an
orbital sander (approx £30).

1 If possible, have your
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